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1.  Introduction 

1.1 Background 

DixonBrosnan Environmental Consultants were commissioned by Arup on behalf of Sure 

Partners Limited (SPL) to undertake an ecological survey for breeding birds along the 

proposed corridors of the Onshore Grid Infrastructure (OGI) cable route and at the proposed 

substation site associated with connection of the onshore grid infrastructure to the electrical 

transmission network. 

This report presents the results of breeding bird surveys conducted during the 2020 breeding 

season. The objective of the survey was to identify breeding bird activity within the planning 

(red line) boundary. 

This report has been written in accordance with the Chartered Institute of Ecological and 

Environmental Management (CIEEM) Guidelines for Ecological Report Writing (CIEEM 2017). 

The aim of the report is to provide a description of the bird survey methods used; to provide 

the results of breeding bird surveys; and to provide an interpretation of the results. 

This Breeding Bird Report is intended to inform SPL’s Environmental Impact Assessment 

Report (EIAR) for the Arklow Bank Wind Park (ABWP) Phase 2 Onshore Grid Infrastructure. 

Detailed descriptions of the bird counts are included in Appendix 1.  

 

 

Figure 1. Overview of proposed development  
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1.2 Location 

The proposed development will comprise the onshore grid infrastructure including 220kV 

onshore export cables and fibre optic cables, from the landfall of the offshore export cables at 

Johnstown North, Co. Wicklow, to a proposed onshore 220kV substation at Shelton Abbey 

and overhead line connection from the new substation to the National Electricity Transmission 

Network (NETN). An overview of the proposed development is shown in Figure 1.  

1.3 Conservation Status 

The survey area does not form part of any Natural Heritage Area (NHA), Special Protection 

Area (SPA), Special Area of Conservation (SAC) or candidate Special Area of Conservation 

(cSAC), Nature Reserve, or National Park.  

The conservation status of bird species in Ireland can be assigned in relation to inclusion on 

various schedules or annexes of national or European legislation or on relevant conservation 

lists. A species is considered to be of "conservation concern" if it is included on one or more 

of the following: 

• Annex I of the EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC); 

• Part 1 of the Fourth Schedule of the Wildlife Act 1976 (as amended), and  

• Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland (BoCCI) Red or Amber list (Colhoun and Cummins 

2013). 

1.4 Authors of Report 

This report was prepared by Sorcha Sheehy PhD (Ecology/Ornithology). Surveys were carried 

out by Tara Challoner MSc (Ecology).  

Sorcha Sheehy PhD (Ecology/Ornithology) is an experienced ecological consultant with over 

ten years’ experience. She has worked on Screening/NISs for a range of small and large-scale 

projects with particular expertise in assessing impacts on birds. Recent projects include bird 

risk assessments for Dublin and Cork Airports, Waste to Energy Facility Ringaskiddy and 

Water Storage Schemes for Irish Water.  

Tara Challoner MSc (Ecology) is an experienced ecologist and has worked on Screening/NISs 

for a range of small and large-scale projects with expertise in surveying habitats and plants in 

particular, as well as bird and mammal surveys. She has carried out ecological surveys and 

prepared AA/NIS reports for a range of projects including quarries, industrial developments, 

pipelines, and landfill sites. 

2. Methodology 

2.1 Breeding bird surveys 

The breeding bird survey carried out was a scaled down version of the BTO Common Bird 

Census (CBC) methodology (Bibby et al., 2000 and Gilbert et al., 1998) which aims to capture 

a snapshot of breeding bird activity within the survey area. It is noted that breeding bird surveys 

were also carried out in 2019 and the results of this survey have been included as an appendix 
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in the EIAR (RPS 2019). Both the 2019 and 2020 bird surveys followed the same survey 

methodology. 

The survey area followed two potential cable routes being considered at the time of survey. 

The aim of the breeding bird surveys was to identify any valuable bird habitats along the 

proposed cable routes and to get a representation of birds present within the surrounding 

landscape.  This survey site encompassed terrestrial habitats along the survey route including 

hedgerows, treelines, agricultural fields and woodland. No coastal habitats were included 

within the survey area.  

Breeding bird surveys were carried out over five days between the 21st of May and the 30th of 

July 2020 (Table 1). The ornithological surveyor slowly walked the proposed routes and sites 

being considered, stopping at regular intervals to scan with binoculars and to listen for bird 

calls or song. A map illustrating the routes followed and sites visited for the purposes of survey 

can be found in Appendix 1 of this report.  

Survey visits were made in the early morning to coincide with the peak period of bird activity 

and all species seen or heard in the survey area and immediate environs were recorded 

including those in flight. Visits were made during favourable weather conditions. 

All species encountered during the survey were mapped and coded using standard BTO 

species codes (Appendix 1) and activity recorded using the BTO codes for breeding evidence 

(Appendix 2). In an effort to minimise potential disturbance, no attempts were made to locate 

nests as such behaviours are generally sufficient to determine probable or confirmed breeding. 

3. Results 

3.1 Breeding Bird Survey 

Dates, times and weather conditions for the surveys are included in Table 1. All species seen 

or heard were recorded including those in flight over the site (Table 2). Maps of the survey 

location are included in Appendix 1.  
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Table 1. Weather conditions during Breeding Bird Survey  

Date Start End Location 
surveyed 

Temp Cloud Wind Visibility Precipitation 

21/05/20 0900 1300 Maps 4b, 5B 7,8 14°C Scattered 
cloud 

15km/hr good Dry 67% 
humidity 

18/06/20 0900 1300 Maps 1,2 3B, 4A 15°C Broken 
cloud 

15km/hr good Dry 94% 
humidity 

25/06/20 0900 1500 Maps 4b, 5B 
7,8, 1,2 3B, 4A 

17°C Broken 
cloud, 
partly 
sunny 

7km/hr good Dry 85% 
humidity 

21/07/20 0900 1300 Maps 5A,6 17°C Partly 
sunny 

14km/hr good Dry 56% 
humidity 

30/07/20 0900 1300 Map 3A 20°C Partly 
sunny 

13km/hr good Dry 78% 
humidity 

 

A total of 34 species were recorded along the survey route. Nine species were classified as 

“probable” or “confirmed” breeding, of which two species are considered to be of 

conservation concern in Ireland. 

Only species which are red or amber listed for their breeding populations in Ireland (Colhoun 

and Cummins 2013)  are considered as species of conservation concern and listed as such 

in Table 2 as part of this assessment.  

Table 2. Breeding bird survey results 2020 

Common name Breeding status Highest breeding 

evidence 

Conservation status 

Blackbird  Confirmed Recently fledged young  

Blackcap Confirmed Female carrying food  

Blue tit Possible Singing male  

Buzzard Non breeding   

Chaffinch Confirmed Recently fledged young  

Chiffchaff Possible Singing male  

Dipper Possible Patrolling territory  

Dunnock Possible Singing male  

Garden warbler  Possible Singing male  

Goldfinch Possible Singing male  

Great tit Confirmed Recently fledged young  

Grey wagtail Non breeding   

Hooded crow Non breeding   

House sparrow Possible Singing male Amber listed 

Jackdaw Non breeding   

Kestrel Non breeding  Amber listed 

Linnet Non breeding  Amber listed 

Mallard  Possible Family group  

Meadow pipit  Possible Territorial flight display Red listed 

Mistle thrush Possible Suitable habitat Amber listed 

Pheasant possible Suitable habitat  

Pied wagtail Possible Male display flight  
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Common name Breeding status Highest breeding 

evidence 

Conservation status 

Red kite Non breeding  Amber listed 

Robin  Confirmed Recently fledged young Amber listed 

Rook Possible   

Skylark Possible Males singing Amber listed 

Songthrush Confirmed Recently fledged young  

Spotted flycatcher Probable Parents with chick Amber listed 

Starling Possible  Amber listed 

Swallow Possible  Amber listed 

Willow warbler  Confirmed Male carrying food  

Woodpigeon Possible   

Wren  Confirmed Recently fledged young  

Yellowhammer Possible Suitable habitat Red listed 

 

4. Conclusion  

Overall, the proposed cable route and substation site is not considered of high value for 

breeding birds. The site is dominated by common farmland and woodland edge species. No 

Annex I species were recorded during the site surveys. Two red-listed species were recorded 

i.e., Yellowhammer and Meadow Pipit. Kingfisher, an Annex I species, is known to breed on 

the Avoca River. However, no signs of Kingfisher were recorded during site surveys.  
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Appendix 1. Field Survey Notes 

 

Overview of Sheets 1-8. 
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Sheet 1.  
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Sheet 2.  



 

ABWP Phase 2 Onshore Grid Infrastructure Breeding Bird Survey 12 DixonBrosnan 2021 

 

Sheet 3A.  
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Sheet 3B. 
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Sheet 4A. 
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Sheet 4B. 
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Sheet 5A. 
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Sheet 5B 
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Sheet 6.  
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Sheet 7.  
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Sheet 8.  
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Appendix 2. Species codes 

 




